Basic spine research in Europe
The European Spine Journal is now on its sixth volume and still growing in popularity, with respect both to number of readers and by papers submitted. It has gained a position as a respected source of information of spinerelated research for a considerable number of persons active in the spine field. However, compared to other journals in this field, the European Spine Journal is mainly clinically oriented in its content, not by editorial decision but by the lack of submission of more basic scientific papers. A lot of good basic studies are performed in Europe in various fields -biomechanics, inflammation, neurophysiology etc., that should qualify for publication in this journal. The problem so far, as I have experienced it, is that the status of the journal as a basic scientific journal has not yet been fully recognized by these research groups, and that there is a tendency to either submit the papers to other, general orthopedic journals or to direct the papers to other sub-specialized journals with no real spine connection. This is a development that will not favor the spine research community in any way. Instead, I
find it essential that all spine research be concentrated in the spine literature, and particularly that there is a mixture of both clinical and basic scientific papers in our journal. Although a lot of good basic science spine research is being performed in Europe one starts to wonder where these studies are presented, judged by the very low number of basic scientific papers on the program of the latest meetings of the European Spine Society. Compared to other international meetings of the same character, it thus seems that the activity in the European basic scientific field is either unevenly low or that the researchers reject European meetings in favor of international meetings.
My hope is that European basic scientists will start to appreciate the European Spine Journal as also being a basic scientific journal and that the status of the journal will be strengthened by having a wider approach to spinerelated problems. I therefore would like to encourage Eu-
